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Our August meeting was short so we 

could use that date to celebrate the 

combined Graduation of CAMGA and 

ACMGA Interns for 2022.   

It was a fun day with a wonderful meal 
provided by both Association’s  

members.  Thanks to all members who attended this celebration. 
There are pictures in this month’s newsletter highlighting those from 
Elmore County.   
 

Please welcome Norma Busby, Ashley Cousins, Debra Martin, Teresa 

Paglione, Geri Seigler, Michelle Sharpton, Taylor Shealey, Karen Ver 

Haagh and Diane Wonderly to our organization. We are delighted to 

have each of you and look forward to working together. 

My email with Bellsouth that I have used since 1998 died and there is 

no fix in sight.  If any of you have Bellsouth and can receive emails, 

please contact me.  It went away on my laptop and desktop 3 months 

ago, but I could continue access via my phone.  That too disappeared 

on August 17, 2022.   

Sheila, our Secretary, forwarded the August minutes to me after our 

meeting.  Of course those minutes went to the crashed email and 

Sheila is on vacation until next week.  

 Please change my email in your CAMGA Directory to:  lynda-

baine@gmail.com.I do not want to miss any correspondence from our 

members.  You may also text me any time. 

 

 

 
Message from Lynda 

Lynda Edwards, President   
CAMGA President  
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Message from Lynda (Continued)  

 
Lynda Edwards, President   

CAMGA President  

On a happy note, the new Intern Class is going extremely well.  Robin Snyder is a wonderful asset to 

this organization.  She and her committee are to be congratulated for their hard work.   Again, this is a 

combined class with ACMGA.   

 

Robin and the committee cannot alone do the recruiting.  I believe CAMGA has only four, possibly five 

in this class.  We need to publicize our class to everyone we meet who shares a love for gardening.  

When attending two weeks ago as a Mentor, I observed them as very attentive and enthusiastically 

enjoying this learning experience.  The class includes professionals both retired and working.  The food 

served at these classes is worth the cost for the class and the handbook is priceless. 

Here’s an Update since our August meeting:  

1. The Nominating Committee is actively seeking a slate of Officers to present to the membership at 

the October meeting.   I look forward to passing the gavel on to the new President on  

       January 1.  

 

2. A Greenhouse Committee was appointed to study the feasibility of CAMGA pursuing this idea   

      and they have a scheduled meeting on September 13, 2022 at 3:30pm at the Extension Office             

      on Queen Ann. Stand by for updates and thanks to all who agreed to serve on this committee.   

 

3.  Lunch and Learn is also September 13, 2022 at 12 noon at the First Presbyterian Church,  

     Wetumpka.  The speaker will be Hayes Jackson, Regional Extension Agent with Alabama  

     Cooperative Extension System.  He will speak on Pumpkinology.  Invite a potential Master  

     Gardener or a neighbor.  Bring a sack lunch with drink and surprise provided.  This is such a  

     wonderful opportunity to gain hours and enjoy a wonderful learning experience at the same    

     time.   

 

     See you at our monthly meeting on September 20, 2022. 

 
 

Lynda Edwards 

CAMGA President 

Please Note:   
The CAMGA Minutes from the August meeting will be printed in the 

October Garden Buzz.  Please see message from President Lynda  

Edwards on page 1.    
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 Eliminating Pesky Mosquitoes  

 
Football season is upon us and for many people this means gathering with friends outdoors to tailgate and grill burgers 

and hotdogs while watching the big games. Mosquitoes can quickly put a damper on outdoor activities and there is no 

simple solution for combating this perennial summer pest.  Where do they come from?  

 

Even though we are still in drought conditions, we have had enough afternoon showers to favor mosquito develop-

ment. Mosquitoes need quiet, non-flowing water for their development to take place. Mosquitoes can lay their eggs on 

the surface of water in anything that will collect and hold water such as; birdbaths, water pans under container plants, 

children’s toys in the yard, roof gutters and the list goes on.  

 

Some types of mosquitoes can lay their eggs at the base of vegetation bordering streams or in low-lying moist areas 

subject to flooding. Mosquitoes develop rapidly, transforming into biting adults in as little as one week. A neglected 

birdbath or wheelbarrow allowed to accumulate water can produce hundreds of new mosquitoes each day. What can 

be done about them?  

 

Eliminate Breeding Sites. The best way to control mosquitoes is to find and eliminate their breeding sites. Eliminating 

large areas of standing water such as swamps or ditches may require a community wide effort. Nonetheless, home-

owners can take steps to prevent mosquitoes from breeding on their property.  

 

 Dispose of anything that can collect and hold water. Do not allow water to accumulate at the base of flower pots or in 

pet dishes for more than a few days. Clean debris from rain gutters and remove any standing water on patios or flat 

roofs.  Change water in bird baths and wading pools at least once a week. Consider stocking ornamental ponds with 

predacious minnows. Known as mosquito fish, these minnows are about 1-1 ½ inches in length and can be purchased 

or seined from streams and creeks.  

 

Another approach with ornamental ponds is to apply a “biorational” insecticide which prevents mosquitoes from de-

veloping in the water. Products containing methoprene or Bacillus thuringiensis varisraeliensis (Mosquito dunks, Bac-

timos) are essentially harmless to other aquatic organisms and easily found in your local garden centers.  

 

Check around faucets and air conditioner units and repair leaks or puddles that remain for several days. Eliminate 

seepage from cisterns, septic tanks, and animal watering troughs.  Fill or drain puddles, ditches and swampy areas. 

Remove, drain or fill tree holes and stumps with a suitable sealant. Irrigate lawns and gardens carefully to prevent wa-

ter from standing for several days. 

 

Mosquitoes can be kept out of homes by securely screening windows, doors and porches. The occasional mosquito 

found indoors can be eliminated with a fly swatter or aerosol-type insecticide labeled for flying insects. Topically-

Applied Repellents will help prevent bites when spending time outdoors. Use mosquito repellents containing ingredi-

ents such as diethyl toluamide (DEET). In general, the higher the percentage of DEET in the ingredients, the longer 

the protection. Low-percentage formulations are available for use with young children. Non-DEET containing repel-

lents (e.g Avon Skin-so-soft, citronella) may provide some relief, but to a lesser degree and for a shorter duration. It is 

often desirable to apply insect repellent on outer clothing as well as the skin. Always read and follow directions on the 

container. Mosquito repellent should not be applied to the hands of young children, and treated skin should be washed 

with soap and water.  

 

Remember, pesticides are poisonous. Read and follow directions and safety precautions on 

labels. Handle carefully and store in original labeled containers out of the reach of children, pets, and livestock.  

Dispose of empty containers right away, in a safe manner and place and do not contaminate forage, streams, 

or ponds.  

Message from Mallory   
       
 Mallory Kelley  
            Regional Extension Agent — Home Grounds,  

Gardens, & Home Pests 
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CAMGA Library News  

September  2022   

By: Dee Turberville    

Unearthing the Secret Garden; The Plants & Places That Inspired  

Frances Hodgson Burnett 

By Marta McDowell 

 

Purchased in Memory of Mary Elizabeth (Becky) Brown, CAMGA 2006 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Secret Garden is one of the most loved children’s classics, certainly one of mine. It has enthralled gen-

erations of readers and has never been out of print. The Secret Garden introduces the reader to Mary Len-

nox, a neglected 10-year-old born to wealthy British parents in colonial India. After a cholera epidemic kills 

her parents, Mary is sent to England to live with her uncle in a mysterious house. The story unfolds as this 

sulky young girl slowly sheds her sour demeanor after discovering a locked garden on the grounds of her 

uncle’s manor. She befriends Dickon, a free spirit who can communicate with animals, and Colin, her un-

cle’s son, a sickly and lonely invalid. 

 

In Unearthing the Secret Garden, Marta McDowell creates a lovely tribute to the timeless tale along with a 

biography of Hodgson Burnett – both as a writer and as a gardener.  Each chapter invites the reader into the 

garden with an illustration of Mary at the door to her secret garden.  The design of the book is stunning; it 

includes vintage illustrations from different versions of The Secret Garden, plus, images and photos from 

Frances’s life and her three gardens in England, New York and Bermuda. 

 

The book is organized into sections headed Before, Inside, After, and Outside the gardens. In Chapter 8, un-

der the heading, Frances’s Plants, there are annotated lists of the flowers she grew in her gardens. One of my 

favorite sections, Outside the garden, includes some of Burnett’s other garden writings, such as “My Robin,” 

a story of her friendship with a robin. 

 

Just as The Secret Garden continues to enchant readers of all ages, so Unearthing the Secret Garden draws 

us into a fascinating account of the professional and gardening life of Frances Hodgson Burnett who gave us 

one of literature’s greatest treasures. Can’t you imagine Becky Brown enjoying this book? 
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In August, we weeded the Hill House front and back yards and prepped the beds for pine 

straw. We limbed up overgrown tea olives and Burford hollies.  We did some deep pruning 

in the Mansion and Hill House azaleas, oak leaf hydrangeas, and aucuba. We all took aucuba 

cuttings home to propagate in water, and we plan on returning those new plants into the 

mansion landscape. August volunteers 

were Robin Snyder, Ann Hamill, Anne 

Carr, Linda Cater, Jaeri Ellis, Darwin 

Prewitt, Amanda Borden, Cheryl 

McKiernan, Dawn Mitchell, Kathy 

Quinn, and Jane McCarthy. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Governor’s Mansion Report   

 August  2022   

By: Amanda Borden 

Liberating old brick 

Massive pile of debris generated by pruning behind 

Hill House 

Trimming & weeding along driveway 
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Governor’s Mansion Report  (Continued)  

 August 2022   

By: Amanda Borden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Removing dead rose bush Aucuba cutting after 23 days in water 
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Members who brought refreshments to the August meeting/ Graduation 

were:  Cheryl Fitzgerald, Ann Fuller, Linda Cater, Betty Plaster, Anne 

Carr, Jane Mobley, Cheri Cook, Sheila Radford, Catherine Brooks, Jane 

McCarthy, Lee Ann Marona, Maria Pacheco, Judy May, Val Brown, 

Sandy Rosamond, Vicki Williamson, Rhonda and Jesse Miles, Cindy 

Augustine, J.C. Schofield, Lynda Edwards, Marjorie Hannah, Janet 

Lewis, Adrienne and Don Yarbrough, Debbie Boutelier, Dee Turberville, 

Don Armstrong, Deborah Kelso, Carolyn Gray, Rhona Watson, Cathy 

Whigham, Barbara and Andy Wallace and daughter Karen Bainter and  

Bonnie McCormick. Also ACMGA brought food. 

 

Sandy Rosamond, Deborah Kelso, Karen Bainter, Lee Ann Marona, 

Betty Plaster and Jane McCarthy helped in the kitchen and serving table. 

Jane McCarthy, Lee Ann Marona, Deborah Kelso and Sandy Rosamond 

helped decorate.  Lee Ann Marona set up the wonderful slideshow.  

 

Volunteers who worked at the Governor’s Mansion this month were 

Robin Snyder, Ann Hamill, Anne Carr, Linda Cater, Jaeri Ellis, Darwin 

Prewitt. Amanda Borden, Cheryl McKiernan, Dawn Mitchell Kathy 

Quinn and Jane McCarthy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        SPOTLIGHT On VOLUNTEERS  

           August 2022  

            By:  Judy May 
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Getting to Know Our Members  
 September 2022 Featured Member:  

Robin Snyder  

 

 

Hello, I am Robin Snyder and have been a member 

of CAMGA since 2016.   I took the Master  

Gardener class to meet people and learn how to 

grow plants in Alabama.  

 

I am a registered nurse and worked forty-two years 

in the operating room.  My husband and I have 

three sons.   

 

I came from a family of eight and was born and raised in Indiana.   I followed 

my parents to Alaska at the age of 26 and spent the next thirty five years living 

in Anchorage.   We moved to Alabama for the climate and the golf.  

 

For 20 years my husband and I traveled all over the world to the best scuba  

diving sites and did underwater photography.  We put together great slide 

shows and shared them with organizations and groups in Anchorage.  

 

My hobbies include reading, music, and jigsaw puzzles.    My favorite garden 

interests are fern gardens and flower gardens.   

 

Other interests than gardening are singing and traveling.  
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Upcoming  
Meetings  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Learning Garden Work-

day, 7-10 am. Extension 

Office  

 

First Thursday Wetumpka 

Market  3:30-8 p.m.  

Downtown Wetumpka 

 

MG Helpline 9-1 Ext. 

Office  

2 3 

4 5 

  
 

No Workday 

 at Mansion  

6 7 
Lanark Workday  

8—11 a.m.  

8 
Learning Garden Work-

day, 7-10 am. Extension 

Office  

9 10 

11 12 
Mansion Workday  

8-11 a.m.  

13 
Projects Com. Meeting  

9:30 --11 a.m. Extension Office  

 

Lunch & Learn 12-1 p.m.  

First Presbyterian Church 

Wetumpka 

14 
Lanark Workday  

8—11 a.m.  

15 
Learning Garden Work-

day, 7-10 am. Extension 

Office  

16 17 

18 
CAMGA Board Meet-

ing by Zoom 

3 p.m.  

 

https://

auburn.zoom.us/

j/88248604942 

19 
Mansion Workday  

8-11 a.m.  

20 
CAMGA Monthly Meeting  

10-12 noon  First Presbyterian 

Church  

21 
Lanark Workday  

8—11 a.m.  

22 
Learning Garden Work-

day, 7-10 am. Extension 

Office  

23 
Make & Take Plant  

Stand/Tool  — Extension  

Office 10-12 noon, $10 fee. 

Contract Sandy Rosamond 

or Terry Chambliss  

24 

25 26 
Mansion Workday  

8-11 a.m.  

27 28 
Lanark Workday  

8—11 a.m.  

29 
Learning Garden Work-

day, 7-10 am. Extension 

Office  

30  

       

S eptember  2022  


