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Spring is officially here, the busiest time in the 

garden dealing with weeds and seeds. The yard 

is beautiful, with the spring blooming azaleas, 

spirea, daffodils, and clematis, if you just ignore 

the weeds. Every year I do a lot of seeds mostly 

annuals herbs and some vegetables. I like to do 

unusual plants that you canôt find in the  

garden centers for my yard and containers. This 

year the germination is impressive. I planted 24 

peppers and got 24, planted 12 basil and got 13, 

guess an extra seed dropped in the tray. When it is time to transplant 

the seeds to individual pots for the plant sale and the yard, I always 

wonder what have I done, and what am I going to do with all these 

plants.  

 

There are many opportunities to get hours in April. We have a work 

day April 4th at Lanark to help Maria get ready for their Plants and 

Pollinator Festival on April 14th.   April 21 is the Plant Swap in  

Wetumpka to celebrate Earth Day.  

 

It is for the public, so we are there to answer questions,  bring plants 

and get some plants we just have to have. This event is one of our 

most successful recruiting of people interested in taking the Master 

Gardener Class. 

 

There was only one intern at our meeting in March. Our monthly 

meetings are always informative, and the best opportunity to get to 

know the Master Gardeners in our group, and what events we are  

organizing. It is the most productive way for interns to get their hours 

in, so if you are a mentor, please encourage all interns to attend. 

 

 

Message from:    

 GARDEN BUZZZZ  

CAMGA Garden  Buzzzz 

 Carol Pugh ð Editor 

pughdia@aces.edu 

334-567-6301 

 

 

 

https://pixabay.com/en/magnolia-flowers-white-spring-2234399/
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The plant sale is our fund raiser for the year and coming up on April 28th. We will be finishing up our 

planters and bird feeders on Thursday April 26th, decorating and filling them with plantsð some we have 

grown and the annuals we have purchased.  Friday is pricing day and plants can be purchased that day if 

you bring plants for the sale. There are lots of opportunities to get hours and be part of the event. There is 

still time to contact Sherri Schaefer to volunteer for any of the three days. 

 

There will be two pictures this month. Last monthôs picture  was supposed to be a miniature garden I made 

with a Dwarf Hinoki Cypress, a small house, and moss from the yard. It was my happy dog Sherlock 

standing in the frozen fountain that is his favorite water bowl, wondering why he couldnôt get a drink. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR FAVORITE GARDEN SHOULD BE YOUR OWN 

Rhona 

 

 Miniature Garden made  

with a Dwarf Hinoki Cypress, a small 

house, and moss from the yard.   

This monthôs picture is a pot that I planted in the fall, but is the prettiest in April.   The variegated 

Yucca stays beautiful summer and winter in our area, is drought tolerant, and needs full sun. The 

yellow flowers are trailing snap dragons, and violas are planted on the sides of the pot. At the end 

of April I will replace the violas and snap dragons with summer annuals, and the Yucca will still 

be the center piece. I am not sure what I will put in yet, but I have lots of little seedlings to choose 

from. 
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         Message from Mallory   

          Mallory Kelley ð Regional Extension Agent  

        Home Grounds, Gardens, Home Pests 

  

 
In Alabama, a summer garden would not be complete without your favorite summer squash plants and its 

finally time to sow some seeds so you will have this wonderful produce in the coming months. These  

vegetables are a member of the cucurbit family and have many cousins in the vegetable garden. Now, you 

may be asking, ñwhat plants are in the cucurbit family anyway?ò These include all the different types of 

squash like, crook neck, straight neck, scalloped, zucchini, and butternut. The cucurbit family also includes 

the melons, such as watermelon, honeydew melon, cantaloupe, and cucumber. 

 

Cucurbits in general have many different pests that affect them. In all my years as a horticulturist helping the 

public grow their vegetable garden, the growers first year growing cucurbits is a huge success.  The grower 

gets a prolific amount of produce from healthy vigorous plants and not a pesky insect in sight. The grower is 

now fired up and geared up for year two and decides to double, if not triple, the size of their garden.  Within 

the first few months of this second season is when my phone rings.  Suddenly their plants are drooping as 

though they have never been watered.  The squash blooms look like gray mold. The squash fruits have pin 

size holes all over them, and to make matters worse, the foliage appears to have a white cast to it.   

 

That being said, I want to give you a few pointers as well as management techniques called Integrated Pest 

Management strategies to help lessen the threat of pests and increase your success, not only in the squash 

patch, but the vegetable garden as a whole. 

 

Once the threat of frost is gone is when you should plant your cucurbits, whether you are transplanting or 

direct seeding. In south Alabama, this is no earlier than March 10 to 30; April 1 to 15 in central Alabama; 

and April 15 to May 10 in north Alabama. Make successive plantings of summer squash every 10 to 14 days 

throughout the summer and fall to ensure a steady supply of fruit. For plantings in the late fall, sow no later 

than 60 to 70 days before your ýrst frost date. 

 

It is important to note that cucurbits do not have perfect flowers. A perfect flower is when the flower has 

both male and female parts in the same bloom. Cucurbits have male flowers and female flowers individually, 

but on the same plant. This means pollination by insects has to play a role or no fruit will be produced.  Itôs 

easy to tell if a bloom is a male or female, just look for the pollen, see photos 1 and 2.  If there is pollen pre-

sent then it is a male, if no pollen is present it is a female. The blooms will only be open in the morning and 

then drop from the plant.  Male blooms usually come on the squash plant first, so donôt get disappointed 

when no fruits set on your vine right away.  The male blooms are just early and you will often have more 

male blooms than female blooms. 
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         Message from Mallory   
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Always be careful when you apply insecticides to control those problem insects like the squash vine borer, 

squash bug, and pickle worm.  Never apply insecticides on a windy day.  Avoid applying insecticides in the 

morning hours as this is when pollinator insects are working the blooms.  You do not want to kill the polli-

nators.  It is always best to identify the pest before you buy a product to kill it.  First of all, you never want to 

kill the beneficial insects in the garden that are helping control the problem insects or moving pollen.  Some 

insecticide products are very specific and only kill worms. Some products only kill by direct contact to the 

insect like oils and soaps that will suffocate soft bodied insects.  Other insecticide products are very broad in 

their effectiveness and will kill any insect that comes in contact with it whether it is beneficial or not.  
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